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SUB J : GUATEMALAN EARTHQUAKE: PARKER CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY 
REF: STATE 37661 

1 . AID DIRECTOR HAS DISCUSSED TWO QUESTIONS POSED IN 
REFTEL WITH MINISTER OF FINANCE LAMPORT AND 
PLANNING COUNCIL. 

2. MINISTER OF FINANCE LAMPORT STATES IT DIFFICULT TO 
ESTIMATE HOW MUCH GOG SPENDING ON DAILY BASIS. HOWEVER, 

GOG HAS AUTHORIZED ALL MINISTRIES TO SPEND THEIR NORMAL 
MONTHLY BUDGET ON RELIEF WORK. THIS WOULD MEAN THAT 
AFTER SUBTRACTING $12 MILLION FOR SALARIES, THE GOG 
WOULD BE DIRECTING $19,600,000 IN THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 
TOWARD REHABILITATION EFFORT. IN ADDITION, LAMPORT 
NOTED THAT GOG HAS OPENED UP A SPECIAL FUND FOR REHABILITA- 
TION AND RELIEF THROUGH TREASURY LETTERS OF CREDIT FOR 

$20 MILLION TO BE USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR REHABILITATION 
AND RELIEF. 

3. GERT ROSENTHAL WHO IS WORKING WITH PLANNING 

COUNCIL INFORMED AID DIRECTOR THAT GOG ESTIMATES FOR TOTAL 
REHABILITATION/RECONSTRUCTION ARE VERY PRELIMINARY AND RANGE 
FROM $600 MILLION TO $1.2 BILLION, DEPENDING UPON 
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WERE DESTROYED. GOG IS STUDYING SUBJECT AND HOPES 
FOR FIRMER FIGURE BY THE END OF THE WEEK. TO DATE 
GOG HAS DELIBERATELY HELD OFF FROM SENDING PEOPLE 
OUT IN THE FIELD TO EVALUATE OVERALL REHABILITATION 
COSTS IN ORDER TO AVOID INTERFERING WITH RELIEF 
OPERATIONS. 

4. ALONG WITH OTHER MATERIAL, WE HAVE BEEN PROVIDING 
U-2 PHOTO ANALYSIS RECEIVED FROM WASHINGTON TO PLANNING 
COUNCIL WHICH HAS RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN GOG FOR 
ASSESSING DAMAGES. GOG HAS EXPRESSED SPECIAL APPRECIATION 
FOR U-2 ANALYSIS. 

MELOY 
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